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failed their children, we gather here with grateful hearts that Thou hast been a sun and a shield to them and to
us, through all the years that are past. We come in reverence and loyalty to this shrine of the spirit to
reconsecrate ourselves to the things here begun and the ideals here set up. We thank Thee for our lineage and
for our inheritance. We thank Thee for the names we bear, which our fathers established in honor for all time;
for the laws and covenants and constitutions which they handed down to us; for as much of their spirit as still
survives in us and in the land they helped to found; for their imperishable virtues, their indomitable faith, their
unfailing courage, their patience, fortitude, and loyalty to conscience. We thank Thee for the witness they bore
to the truth of God and to the duty of man. We thank Thee for their brave persistence, through frost and
famine, through peril and pestilence, through loneliness and bereavement, in treading the way of the Fore-
runner and making straight a highway for Thee in the wilderness of a new land. Help us, O God, renew their
work in a day of trial and distress. Help us to trust in Thy guidance and care; to give ourselves to Thy service, to
the upbuilding of Thy Kingdom, to obedience to Thy law, to prayerful...
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