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indexed. Not illustrated. 1920 Excerpt: .merit have been published. Equally uninteresting is the present practice
of dessicating a few short stories each term for the story hour. And to one s surprise very few of these tell of
Hawaiian life or customs, although hundreds of the most beautiful local legends and myths could be made
available. The work of reading is stilted and spiritless. Words are recited glibly in spite of the difficulties of
pronunciation; and phrases and sentences, even pages, are memorized and rendered verbatim. To add to the
monotony, the fifth-grade pupils are obliged to repeat the fourth-grade reader. The literature work of the
upper grades is not very much better. Stories and essays selected from American classics need to be more
carefully considered before being adopted for the grammar grades of Hawaii, no matter how inspirational they
may be to children in mainland schools. It is evident that the schools must give more attention to reading,
particularly so in the early grades. This is the most important subject in the course of study, for it is the gateway
to the understanding of the other subjects and the foundation of a literate and contented citizenry. A new
modern series of readers should be adopted. Fortunately, publishers in very recent years have been offering
remarkable improvements along this line, so that it is a question of finding the best for Hawaii from among five
or six excellent series. A good phonetic system should be introduced into the first two grades,...
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