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NEVADA. Nevada's Comstock Mining District has been the focus of legend since it first burst into international
prominence in the late 1850s, and its principal settlement, Virginia City, endures in the popular mind as the
West's quintessential mining camp. But the authentic history of the Comstock is far more complex and
interesting than its colorful image. Contrary to legend, Virginia City spent only its first few years as a
ramshackle mining camp. The mining boom quickly turned it into a thriving urban center, at its peak one of the
largest cities west of the Mississippi, replete with most of the amenities of any large city of its time. The
independent placer miner was also quickly supplanted by methods and organization that made the Comstock a
major industrial center employing, and oDen inventing, the most advanced mining technology of its time. The
lure of the area's fabulous wealth attracted a remarkably heterogenous population from around the world and
oHered employment to dozens of trades and thousands of people, both men and women, representing every
one of the region's diverse ethnic groups. Ronald James's brilliant account of the Comstock's long and eventful
historyÑthe first comprehensive study of the subject in over a centuryÑexamines every aspect of the region and
employs information gleaned from hundreds of written sources, interviews, archeological research, computer
analysis, folklore, gender studies, physical geography, and architectural and art history, as well as over fiDy
rare photographs, many of them previously unpublished. He considers every aspect of the Comstock's lifeÑits
mines and the rapidly evolving technology that kept them productive for so long; the legal and civic institutions
that provided an infrastructure to social and economic development; and most of all, the people who not...
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