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military system. It is dignifying these suggestions to refer to them in the aggregate as a plan. Any thorough plan
for a military system must take into consideration not only strictly military matters, but industrial conditions as
they may affect our military policy. | shall make no reference to the necessary changes in our industrial
organization in aid of our military requirements, nor shall | speak of the facilities for producing a greater
number of army officers, and the organization of our forces, and their division into the different arms of the
service. Neither shall | speak of any plan for the equipment of the army; the required number of field guns,
aeroplanes, poison gas generators and other machinery of war, essential for military operations. The only
feature of the general plan to be presented by me is the one dealing with the military training of our men and
the raising of men in required number for the army of the United States. | shall refer to the recent mobilization
only as it emphasizes the weakness of the system. Our regiment, the First Illinois Infantry, answered the call of
the President and reported at Fort Sam Houston. The experience gained by the regiment in Texas was valuable,
but the time, energy and money expended did not produce in results the possible maximum. About the
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