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Union University; Founded at Schenectady, N. Y., February 25, 1795 A project like this is seldom discussed
without exciting local interests, and before the choice fell upon the quiet old Dutch town on the Mohawk, the
claims of Poughkeepsie, Albany, and Waterford were strongly urged as suitable points for the establishment of
a college in the interior, but not to the extent of dividing the effort which was for the common benefit of all. A
beginning in literary life at Schenectady was made in the formation of an association for mental improvement
and debate in 1793, and on the 29th of January, 1793, a classical and scientific school was incorporated by the
regents of the university under the name of The Trustees of the college in the place aforesaid, to hold sufficient
funds for its support, to make proper laws for its government, and to confer degrees. The feature of this charter
(which never passed the seals) most worthy of notice is, that it contemplated the creation of a corporate body
by an executive act, therein following the colonial precedents. Seven years later the regents of the university
were created in nearly their present form, and empowered to grant charters to colleges and academies. The
proposed corporators of Clinton College were: Eliphalet Ball, Barent Vrooman, Thomas Romaine, John
Rodgers, Eilardus Westerlo, Daniel Gross, John Livingston, Alexander Miller, Philip Schuyler, James Duane,
Robert R. Livingston, Abraham Ten Broeck, Abraham Yates, jr., Robert Yates, Levi Pauling, Dirck Brinckerhoff,
Isaac Vrooman, Christopher Yates, John Cuyler, Henry Glen, Jacobus Teller, Hugh Mitchell, Andrew McFarlan,
Abraham Oothoudt, Dirck Van Ingen, James...
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