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illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: . .. THE NATION AS AN ETHICAL IDEAL In that day shall this song be sung in the land of
Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open ye the gates, that the
righteous nation that keepeth the truth may enter in. Isaiah xxvi. i, a. October 17, 1898 The Old Testament may
fairly be called the Gospel of nationality as the New Testament is the Gospel of humanity. Not that the two
things are essentially opposed to each other. On the contrary, the one grows out of the other, and it is the
Messiah to whom the hopes of Israel pointed as their consummation, who is also the author of the universal
religion. And, on the other hand, the universal religion could not realise itself, could not show its real efficiency
to invigorate and purify the lives of men, except by re-awaking the social impulse which binds them in families
and nations. The passion of cosmopolitan charity which animated the early church and kindled a pure flame of
zeal in the hearts of saints and martyrs, could not really regenerate the life of the modern world or fill the new
civilisation with its idealising power, except by consecrating and giving its sanction to that natural and
historical process by which the nations of Europe have gradually organised themselves, each with its own
peculiar instincts and traditions, each intrusted with a special task in the complex work of human progress....
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