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illustrated. 1786 Excerpt: . . . SERMON L. THE UNIVERSAL CHORUS. Rev. v. 13. And every creature which is in
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard |,
saying, Blesfing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb, for ever and ever. ME N, have generally agreed, to dignify their presumptuous and arrogant disquisitions
on the works and ways of God, with the name of wisdom j though the principles upon which they proceed, and
the conclusions which they draw from them, are, for the most part, evident proofs of their depravity and folly;
Instead of admiring the effetfs effects of his wisdom and power in the creation, they have rashly endeavoured
to investigate the manner of its production-. A variety of hypotheses have been invented, to account for the
formation of the world, and to state the laws by which the frame of nature is governed; and these different and
inconsistent accountshave been defended, with a magisterial tone of certainty, and an air of demonstration, by
their respective authors, as though they had been by-standers and spectators, when God spoke all things into
being, and produced order out of confusion, by the word of bis. power. They have, however, been much more
successful in (hewing the absurdity of the schemes proposed by others, than in reconciling their own, to the
sober dictates of plain,...
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